Oak Class
Spring Term Newsletter 2024

Welcome (in advance) of the Spring Term. We have got lots of exciting activities planned for
the children. Our main text in Literacy is 'Pig Heart Boy', written by Malorie Blackman. If you
would like to purchase a copy for your child to use in school, that would be really helpful,
although there is no obligation. (If you wish to read other recommended books with your child,
please see below, along with the main themes of learning so that you may encourage the children
at home with their studies at home.)

Other links will be made across our Science topics; we will be learning about ‘Circulation’ in our
‘Why is your heart the most important pump you own?' topic. Our history topic links with RE,
where we explore, ‘Why was the Islamic civilisation (AD900) known as the Golden Age?' In DT,
we look at how paper was made and will have a go at making our own. To complement our topics,
we have arranged for Aly Greenway to visit school during the first half term fo provide an'in
school’ activity and practical experience day, exploring the Islamic religion (further details will
follow in a separate letter). In the second half term, to link with the Art and DT, we will be
visiting the Veolia recycling Centre in Mansfield. Again, further details will follow in a separate
letter.

Work in Mathematics will include for Y5: Multiplication and division, Fractions, Decimals and
Percentages, Perimeter and Area and Statistics, and for Y6: Ratio, Algebra, Fractions, Decimals
and Percentages, Area and Perimeter, Volume and Statistics. Mathletics is an excellent
curriculum resource which I would encourage you to utilise at home with the children to
complement work being taught in the classroom. Children can log on wherever they have use of
the internet. All children have usernames and passwords in their reading diary. Please encourage
your child to practise maths topics at home. We are working through times tables, which we
practise most days in school. Again, it would be helpful if you could support your child by helping
them to learn these. They need to be able to answer lots of quick-fire multiplication and division
questions in a short time to be able to progress to the next level. Most of us know our tables
quite well but need to get much faster at recalling the answers! 'Hit the Button' is a great online
free resource.

Please keep reading diaries up to date when you hear your children read daily. Reading Eggs is
another highly useful resource which can be assessed at home as well as in school. There is a
huge selection of books to read and quizzes to complete to help improve your child's reading
ages. The children are given new spellings every Monday, to learn for a test on the following
Monday. These are the ¥5 and Y6 recommended words, which the children all have a copy of in
their spelling books and Reading Diaries. (You can also find the lists on the website.) Please
support the children by helping them to practise these at home.

PE will continue to be on Tuesdays (with Mr Mitchell) and Thursdays (with Miss Bateman).
Children wearing suitable PE kits to school on both of those days is working well. Please ensure
earrings are removed on PE days.



Please see our 'Sticky Knowledge' grids below containing the main themes of learning so
that you can support your children at home with their learning and see other recommended

books to read.

Year é: Circulatory System Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary

blood vessels

Blood vessels are a series of tubes inside
wour body. Tney move iood 1o and from
wour heart.

drugs Adrug s a chemicd that & not food and
that affects your Dody. 3ome drugs ae
given o peopie Dy doctors to maks them
heaalthy.

atriums The QriJms are MMe ho Upeermost

chamizers of the heart. Blood i pushead
from the afriums fo the venihcies.

William Harvey

He wwas the first person to oocurately
desoribe the function of the heart and the
circulation of Blood arcund the body.

The lood cinculatory system

Interesting Book

blackman

Important facts to know by the

Sticky Knowledge
about the

circulatory system

k=

2 Your heart will beat about
115,000 times each day. Your
heart pumnips about 2,000
galbons of blood every day.

2 The entire tip around your
body only takes blood about
20 seconds in total. Blood is
what is used o transport
oeygen, waste, nuiients, and
maore throughout the body.

2 The croculatory system

:)curdmvusculqr [cardiovascular system] delivers nuinenis end of the circulato e inciudas the heart, blood 8]
and cxygen 10 all cels in he body. o Ty sy e e e
vlirasound An Ufrasound maching uses sound waves . for fighting disecses ond
to take pictures of the irsice of the 20dy. | W |denfify and name the main :nc:mfc:lr:fepmper
cqrdiclogisis A cardiclogist & a doctor with special parts of the human circulatory SrTparime.
raring and =1 in finding, r=afing and system. O Because your heart i crucial
gﬁm&iﬁﬁﬁ of the heart and * Know the function of the heart, to your survival, it's important
— - blood vessels and bicod. to keep it healthy with a well-
capillaries Sapilanas ore ven thin bisod Vexek. T2y |« ¥now fhe impoct of dist, balaneed dist and exercise,
ring ﬂmﬂm MGEE" 1o fesues and exercise, drugs and lifestyle on and avoiding things that can
procucts. health. damage it like smoking.
P ulse four heart 1gs fo push so mucn biood + Know the ways in which
Iougn yur ooy it you s eslaie | ruients and worer e ) Your hecr affacts very par
pegts. transparted in anirmnals, of your body. Thot also means
- including hurnans. that diet, lifeshie, and your
venfricles The yanimelas ars i@ s Iowsr chamBss | o pe e wing Wiliam Horvey wos. emetional wel-being can
infhe heart. affect your haart.
2 O O



Islamic civilization: KS2 Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary

Sticky Knowledge about
the Islamic civilization
ADS00

2 The House of Wisdom howsed a library and
attracted scholars from arcund the wedd who
translated fexds from the classical wordd into
Arabic.

3 In 742, the newly-founded city of Baghdad
became the capital of the AMushinn wodd.

Q Until 1258, Boghdad was the world centre of
culture and learning, with the percd being
knoan as the Golden Age of ldam.

Baghdad is today the capital of
Bughdad Iragq and wias the capital of the
Muslion word.
This weas a licrary or university where |
Hl':II.IS-E of scholars from al over the word
Wisdom were invited 1o study
mosgque | A place where pMusims worship.
The most sacred maonth in the
Ramadan Elamic culture. hugims do not eat
of diink Defwesn down and dusi.
scholar A righly educated person.
| Muslinns ipelieve that slam is a faith
Prnphei tniat has aweays exsted and that it
Muhammad wis gragualy reveded 1o them oy
Auhammad.
Aperson of company involved in
merchl:lnf whokasdle fradea.
g Alpook, document or piece of
il HUSGIIFﬂ' muEic written oy hand rather than
typed or printed.
agilments Anilness, iypicaly a minor one.
madrassa A.school built in, or alongside, a
mosgue.
The Crusades wens o seres of wears
crusades wihen Crstians rvoded the Musim
lanas.

Q Elamic scholars and inventor: adopied the
Hindi symbad for zerc and shde of numerals [1,
2, 3, 4, 5, eftc) which we sfill us= today.

Q By the 8th cenfury Isamic scholars were using

paper rather than parchment or papyrus for

Exciting Books

Tales o the
Arabian Nights

The House of
Wisdom

The place where
scholars wers invited
ta record their
knowledge in Arabic.
All scholars wers
invited: Muslim, Jews
and Christians.
Knowledge of
rmedicine, astrology
and science were
five main areas
studied and shared.
The knowledge was
very advanced forits
fime, with cures for
MmMcny sefous
gilments being
discovered.

If you have any questions, then please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs T. Francis




