Qak Class

Autumn Term newsletter 2023

Welcome to the Autumn Term. It has been wonderful To welcome our new Year 5 children to
Oak class; everyone is settling in well and becoming familiar with our routines.

We have got lots of exciting activities planned for the children. Our main text in Literacy is 'Boy
in the Tower', written by Polly Ho-Yen. If you would like to purchase a copy for your child to use
in school, that would be great, although there is no obligation. (If you wish to read other
recommended books with your child, please see below, along with the main themes of learning so
that you may encourage the children at home with their studies at home.)

Other links will be made across our Science topics. In the first half term, we will be learning
about 'Earth and Space’ in our 'Is there anybody out there?' fopic. We have a planned visit to
the National Space Centre (further details will follow) as well as an in-school visit from
Professor Ed Copeland. Some of you may know Ed, who lives in Halam and is a Professor of
Physics in the Faculty of Science at Nottingham University. In the second half of the term, our
topic is 'Evolution and Inheritance' - 'Have we always looked like this?'

Our geography topic this half term is South America. We will be finding out about Brazil's
economy and linking lots of the work in art.

Work in Mathematics will include for Y5: Place value, Addition and subtraction, Multiplication
and division, Fractions, and for Y6: Place value, Four Operations, Fractions, Measurement.
Mathletics is an excellent curriculum resource which I would encourage you to utilise at home
with the children to complement work being taught in the classroom. Children can log on
wherever they have use of the internet. All children have usernames and passwords in their
reading diary. Please encourage your child to practise maths topics at home. We are working
through times tables, which we practise most days in school. Again, it would be helpful if you
could support your child by helping them to learn these. They need to be able to answer lots of
quick-fire multiplication and division questions in a short time to be able to progress to the next
level. Most of us know our tables quite well but need to get much faster at recalling the
answers! 'Hit the Button' is a great online free resource.

Please keep reading diaries up to date when you hear your children read daily. Reading Eggs is
another highly useful resource which can be assessed at home as well as in school. There is a
huge selection of books to read and quizzes to complete to help improve your child's reading
ages. The children are given new spellings every Monday, to learn for a test on the following
Monday. These are the ¥5 and Y6 recommended words, which the children all have a copy of in
their spelling books and Reading Diaries. Please support the children by helping them fo practise
these at home. (Copies are available on the Class Pages on the website).

PE will be on Tuesdays (with Mr Mitchell) and Thursdays (with Miss Bateman). Children wearing
suitable PE kits to school on both of those days is working well. Please ensure earrings are
removed on PE days. Mr Nolan is supporting with DT lessons on Mondays over this half term; we
will be attempting to make moon buggies!



Please see our 'Sticky Knowledge' grids below containing the main themes of learning so
that you can support your children at home with their learning and see other recommended

books to read.

South America KS2 Knowledge Mat

street children

Stre=t chidren ane groups of chidren with
no homes or parents who are forced to
beg for aliving.

pampas

anaconda
snake

| am
somebody

Andes

Tha pampaz are fartfile South Amescan
ioudands that cover more than 750,000
[y

Anocondas are semioguatic srakss found
in fropicol South America, They ore corme
of the larges? snokes n the werddl

A poern which was used in o compoign fo
bring oftanfion o fre sieet childnen of
Bromil.

The Andaes ore fne worid s longest continantal
mouhan renge They ke o a confinuows chaln
of highiord olong the vwastemn coosf of Eouth
Arnerea.

Sticky Knowledge about
South America

South American
counfries

There are 12 soversign

O There are 12 counties in 2outh Amenca and
almast 400 milion peopie e thane.

states:

inhabitant

sparsely
populated

An irhobitort i a pecon oranimal that is
o parmanent residant of o parficulor
place or regicn.

Eparsaly populcted meors thot fhere are
few people scottered around the ore=a.

O Brazl i the langest couniry and covers almost
nalf the continent. It & only sighitty smaller than
the USA.

*  Braal
*  Argentinag
*  Chile

*  Venezuelg

O south America's largest meer i the Amazon,
which is the second longest fiver in the wandl
However, fhe AMazon cames mare water than
ary otfer iver in the workd,

*  Colomixig

Lake Titicaca

Incas

Atacama
Desert

Laice Ticoca siroddies the border
befween Peru ond Bolndo in the Andes
Mounigins and & one of South America’s
orgest kaioes.

The Incos, on Amesican indigerous
pecple, were aigiraly o smal fbe in the
sowthemn highlards of Pen.

The Atocama Desert & ore of the driest
places in the worddl B has a stony femain.

O %ao Paulz & the langest city with more fhan 20
millian peope vrg there.

=  Ferr

*  Lwuriname
*  Balvia

*  Uroguay

*  Paraguay

O spankn is the mast popular kanguoge in South
Amenca even though Brazifans speak
Porruguese.

»  SGuyana
*  Ecuador

FiLE, & por ot France (Frameh. Guiana) ond

O The Incas wens the largest grnoup of indigenous
peopk in South America when the Buropeans
armived.

A RON-SOVERIgN ored (e Fakond Bland:
a Brifsh Owarmsess Tamtan ough trk &
dipuhed by Argenting.

An orbit 5 arepeating path that one
celestial body takes around another.

Tne solar system i made of the eight
planets that orioit our sun; it & atso
made of astercids, moons, comeate
and lots mare.

Astronormy & the study of cuter space,
focusing on celestial bodiss such as
£tars, comets, planets and galoxes.

Tners are & prINaTs in our solar system,
they are Mercury, Warws, Eorth, Mars,
Jupiter, Baturn, Uranus ard Mephune.

Rotafion is when o shape s tumed
arourd a fied point.

Eometning sphencal & like a sphere in
being round., or more or less round, in
rhres gimensions.

L Cne million Earths could fit inside

the sun—and the sun s
considered an average-sized star.

0 An astercid albout the size of a

car enters Barth’s atmosphere
roughly once a year — but it burre
up before it reaches us.

Q The sunzet on Mars appears blue.

& Earth is the third planet from the

sum and the onby workd lnown fo
support an atmosphers with free
axygen, oceans of liquid water on
the surface, and life.

It is @ slitner of the moon that & itup
and can oe seen. It s k2ss than hatf
the moon.

The best way to describe a giooous
maoorn is that the moon is trree-
quarters lit up.

An eclipse oocurs when an
astronomical coject s tennporarity
oibscured. A lunar ecipee i when the
Earih mowves Denwesn the sun and the
Moazn, therefore blocking the Suns
ranys from striking the Aaon.

Is arrythirg related to the maon.

= Know about and explain the
movement of the Earth and other
plansts relative fo the Sun.

=  Know about and exploin the
movement of the Mocon relative to
the Earth.

= Know and demonstrate how night
and day are created.

= Descrbe the Sun, Earth and Moon

Q There is no otmospheres in spoce,

which rmeans that sound has no
rmedivm of way to travel to e
heard.

Q Venus is the hottest planet in the

solar systern and has an averoge
surface temperaiure of arcund
450° C.

(uzing the term sphercal).

= Know informnation about the
plansts.

= MNeil Armstrong was the first man o
step on the moon.

Q The sheer size of space makes it

impossible to accurately pradict
just howe mony stors exdst.




‘Whean ving fhings reproduce they pass on
characterisfics to their offapring. All ving
things produce offspring of the sonme ldnd,
bt normrally offzpring ore not idertical to
their poreniz

Adaptation & the proces: by which
arirrals, plonts and oifer ving thirgs
howe changed so fhat they betber il
their habitat.

Evolution & the fheory fhat all the ldnds of
Ihing fhings frat esdst foday developed
frorn sarfier ypas,

‘Whean ving fhings reproduce they pass on

characterisfics to their offspring. This i
lmoan oz inharffonce.

A palosonfologist & someons shoding fre
[z of post geclogical perdods, oz lnown
from fossl rermaing.

| Charies Darain weos an Engleh scierdist

wiho studied nofure. He it knoan for hic

oy of mvolufion,

Genes that ore pased on to you
dehermine rmary of your ot tuch os
pour hair colowr ond ddn colour.

Crromosornes ore iy shructures ingide:
ol made from DNA and protain.

Apmndrome it a genefic condifion which

oan affect l=oming and physicdl feofures.

A genafype refen to o porficular gere o
sat of genes comed by on indviduol.

O Evolution is a scientific theory used
by biclogists. It explains how iving
things changed over a long time,
and how they have come to be
the way they are.

Q We know that iving things have
changead over fime, because we
can see their remains in the rocks.

0 We know that the animals and
plants of today are different from
thaose of long ago.

O Evolutionary quesfions are still
being actively ressarched by
biclogists.

eSS XAk

If you have any questions, then please do not hesitate to get in fouch.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs T. Francis




